
                    
       Board of Architectural Review 

      June 6th, 2023 

6:00pm on the 3rd Floor at 

200 S. Main Street 

Summerville, SC 
 

For additional information regarding this meeting please contact the Planning Department at 

843.851.4233. All related documents for this meeting are available for review online and the meeting 

will be livestreamed via www.summervillesc.gov 
 

Approval of Minutes: 

1. May 2nd, 2023 BAR Meeting 

 

Old Business: 

 

1. 100 W. Richardson Avenue Suite D – Variance to sign requirements- TMS#137-07-06-

002 

 
New Business: 

 
1. 146 Linwood Lane – Approval after the fact for privacy fence installation on a corner lot 

TMS # 137-13-08-002 

2. 615 S. Laurel Street – Installation of a shade structure at the Saul Alexander Tennis Court 

TMS # 137-10-09-013 
3. 420 W. Carolina Avenue – New construction of an accessory building TMS # 137-10-11-

009 

4. 609 S. Magnolia Street – Request to demolish existing single-family residence TMS # 

137-11-05-002 
5. 826 S. Main Street – Installation of privacy wall on a corner lot TMS # 137-14-05-006 

6. 800 S. Main Street – Renovation to existing commercial building TMS # 137-14-05-013 

 

 

Miscellaneous: 

N/A 

 

Adjourn: 
 

 

Agenda Posted: 

http://www.summervillesc.gov/


 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: Tiffany Wilson 

 
Owner: TOWN OF SUMMERVILLE 

 
Requested Action: Final Review of Work without Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: D-MX, Downtown Mixed Use (Commercial) 
 

Location: 100 W. Richardson Avenue, Suite D 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: N/A, Sign 

 
Proposed Alterations: Installation of a sign without BAR approval 

 
Guideline Citation:  Unified Development Ordinance Chapter 10  

 
Evaluation: The applicant previously submitted to the board requesting approval after 

 the fact for a sign that was installed without permission of the property 

 owner, could not be approved at staff level and did not have board 

 approval. The sign does not currently meet the requirements of the Unified 

 Development Ordinance (“Changeable copy signs are only allowed at 

 indoor entertainment, gas/fueling stations, churches, schools, theater, 

 civic uses and parks” 10.5.1 ) 

  

 The applicant has not provided a revised proposal as requested by the  

 board, therefore staff does not have a proposal to provide a report on.  

 

 Approval of the sign in question would set a precedent for the BAR to 

 allow digital signage within the historic district for any business that 

 requests such signage.  

  



 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: Peter Brown 

 
Owner: BROWN PETER J & LORI R (JTROS) 

 
Requested Action: Final Review of Work without Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: GR-2, Residential 
 

Location: 146 Linwood Lane 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: N/A, Fence 

 
Proposed Alterations: Installation of a privacy fence on a corner lot without BAR approval 

 
Guideline Citation:  BAR Guideline 19. Fences, Retaining Walls, and Gates: e. Privacy  

 fences on corner lots of in highly visible areas must be reviewed by the 

 Board 
 
Evaluation: The applicant’s fencing was installed along with a permitted pool  

 installation. At the time of permitting, the contractor who submitted the 

 permit indicated that the fence (as required by building code) would be a 

 4ft fence completed by the homeowner. A wooden privacy fence was  

 installed instead. The applicant is requesting that the existing fence be 

 allowed to remain as is. The fence appears to be Zoning compliant with the  

 exception of not receiving BAR approval prior to installation. 

  



 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: Amy Evans 

 
Owner: TOWN OF SUMMERVILLE 

 
Requested Action: Final Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: PL, Public Lands, Park 
 

Location: 615 S. Laurel Street 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: N/A, Fence 

 
Proposed Alterations: Installation of a shade structure at the Saul Alexander Tennis Court 

 
Guideline Citation:  BAR Guideline 20. Landscaping and Site Features 

 
Evaluation: The guidelines do not address shade structures specifically, only that 

 features requiring a permanent foundation should be screened from view  

 by landscaping or vegetation—in this case the shade structure will be  

 within the tennis court area of the park. The proposed shade structure is 

 similar in design to typical park area structures that are present within the 

 historic  district. The proposal is Zoning compliant. 

  



 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: Michael Coutu 

 
Owner: KUHLKE JOE E & STEVEN M MIZE (JTROS) 

 
Requested Action: Final Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: GR-2, Residential 
 

Location: 420 W. Carolina Avenue 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: N/A (main house is #1, Outstanding) 

 
Proposed Alterations: New construction of accessory structure 

 
Guideline Citation:  5.10 UNIVERSAL GUIDELINES FOR NEW STANDALONE 

 CONSTRUCTION- Guideline 32. New Garage or Outbuilding 

 Construction 

 

Evaluation: The proposed structure is similar to the primary and appears to be 

 diminutive in size (height of the primary residence will need to be 

 confirmed). Zoning staff will work with the applicant on confirming 

 the location of the structure on site is compliant with setbacks, lot 

 coverage and tree protection areas prior to permitting. The 

 accessory structure cannot be taller than the primary residence. Due 

 to the acreage of the lot, there is no size restriction** (other than the 

 impervious limit and height). Per the Unified Development 

 Ordinance: UDO section 3.5.2.A.2: “For lots greater than an acre, 

 there is no size restriction based on the primary dwelling, but 

 the structure must be at least 50 feet from any property line.” The 

 structure cannot be closer to the front property line in than the 

 primary residence. **If the structure were to be used as an ADU the  

 size limit is 50% of the gross area of the primary residence, but it  

 appears the structure will be used for storage.  



 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: Billie Economou-Ruby 

 
Owner: MARK RUBY CONSULTING LLC 

 
Requested Action: Final Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: GR-2, Residential 
 

Location: 609 S. Magnolia Street 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: #4, Supportive 

 
Proposed Alterations: Demolition of existing residence 

 
Guideline Citation:  2.5 DEMOLITION:  

 
 An application for demolition of a historic building may be approved if it 

 meets the following conditions:  

 1. Such structure is a deterrent to a major improvement program which 

 will be of substantial benefit to the town;  

 2. Retention of such structure would cause undue financial hardship  

 to the  owner;  

 3. Retention of such structure would not be in the best interest of the 

 majority of the community; or  

 4. Loss of all or part of a building due to fire, hurricane or earthquake, etc. 

 will be considered. 

 

Evaluation: The existing residence is in disrepair and was rated by the State 

 Historic Preservation office as having no architectural merit on the 

 1979 survey of the historic district. It was not included in the survey 

 of the district completed in 1996. The applicant owns the adjacent  

 property and plans to incorporate this lot as greenspace. The request 

 demolition appears to meet conditions #2 and #3 for demolition 

 based on the documents provided.  



 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: David E. Fore 

 
Owner: RIVERA SUNDANCE & CARA 

 
Requested Action: Final Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: GR-2, Residential 
 

Location: 826 S. Main Street 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: N/A, Fence  

 
Proposed Alterations: Installation of privacy wall around future pool installation 

 
Guideline Citation:  Guideline 19. Fences, Retaining Walls, and Gates: 

 “c. Designs for new fences must be complementary to the 

 surrounding architecture and must comply with existing zoning 

 code.  

 d. Privacy fencing/blockade style fencing should be avoided 

 where possible and will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis 
 e. Privacy fences on corner lots or in highly visible areas must be reviewed 

 by the Board.” 

 

Evaluation: The requested design of concrete/tabby finished privacy wall is not 

 typical of the historic district. Brick walls with perforations or brick 

 pillars with picket would be more appropriate for this house as it is 

 located on a  highly visible/on a corner lot, and is a typical stick 

 frame Summerville raised cottage on what appears to be a brick 

 foundation/brick piers. Zoning/Engineering compliance will be 

 confirmed at the time of permitting. 
  



 

 

STAFF REPORT 

BAR Meeting 
6/6/23 

To: Town of Summerville BAR 

From: Becca Zimmerman, Planner II 

Date: 5/31/23 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

Applicant: Mike Taylor 

 
Owner: DAY1 PROPERTIES LLC 

 
Requested Action: Final Approval 

 

Existing Zoning/Land Use: N-MX, Law Firm Office 
 

Location: 800 S. Main Street 

 
SHPO Survey Rating: #4, Supportive  

 
Proposed Alterations: Exterior renovations to existing commercial building 

 
Guideline Citation:  Guideline 68. Commercial Building Ornamentation: 
  a. Maintain and restore character-defining features of your commercial 

 building. Character defining features include historic storefronts, 

 transoms, signboards, bulkheads, windows, cornices, and other 

 architectural details 

 b. Do not add arbitrary or conjectural ornamentation to the building. 

 Replacement of missing historic features should be supported by 

 documentary evidence to avoid creating a false historic appearance. 

 c. Maintain the original ornamental cap or cornice of the building. If 

 replacement is required, in-kind replacement matching the historic 

 element in design, scale, color, and material is recommended. 

 Replacement materials, such as fiberglass, may be approved if the 

 element’s profile can  be satisfactorily matched. 

 

Evaluation: The applicant is going through the Technical Review Committee 

 process to ensure all code requirements are met. The changes to the 

 exterior are mostly minor and do not disrupt the character of the 

 building. Much of what is being done is repair in kind according to 

 discussion at the TRC meeting. The applicant was made aware that 

 some of the existing details within their plans would need to be 

 updated to reflect existing conditions prior to permit release. The 

 proposed changes to the building specifically are Zoning compliant. 


